nvironmental health hazards are widespread in our communities placing adults and children alike at risk for developing diseases from hazardous exposures. For example, studies indicate that parents bring home chemicals from the workplace, resulting in children's increased body burden of toxicants such as lead, mercury, and asbestos (Faustman, 2000; National Research Council, 1993; Olden, 2000) . The same is true of pesticide applicators and farmworkers who accumulate agricultural chemicals on their clothing and skin and carry these substances into their homes. In a recent study, Thompson (2003) reported on the take home pathway from pesticide exposure among farmworkers and the need for increased protective health practices and education about these hazards.
The issues of environmental health hazard exposure bring much debate about both ethical and research implications in terms of puning individuals at risk of exposure in the work environment and others (unknowingly) at exposure risk in the home environment. The amount of risk is not altogether known, and more needs to be done to improve safe practice and increase knowledge about environmental health hazards. Part of this educational effort is aimed at improving strategies for environmental 
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THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOUNDATION
The National Environmental Education and Training Foundation (NEETF) recognizes the importance of environmental health education for health professionals. In June 2003, NEETF held a meeting, the National Forum for the National Strategies for Health Care Providers: Pesticides Initiative, at which it was agreed that addressing environmental health conditions should be part of routine primary care. NEETF recommended the creation of a position statement about the need for environmental education for health care providers, especially for physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, nurses, nurse midwives, and community health workers, who work at the frontline of the health care system (NEETF, 2004) .
In its statement published in January 2004, NEETF recommends that professional associations, decision making bodies, academic institutions, and practice settings of health care providers endorse the need to address health conditions associated with environmental exposures. Specific Position Statement recommendations for ways to address health conditions are shown in the Sidebar.
CONCLUSION
As occupational and environmental health nurses, we must always remain not only vigilant about what the risks and hazards are but also how and what risk information is communicated. This means that through science and research, we must discover the facts and then institute ethically derived prevention and control strategies that safeguard the public and the work force we service. A large part of our practice as occupational and environmental health nurses is educating and protecting workers, their families, and communities about the daily environmental and workplace hazards faced. Resources such as NEETF can provide avenues and opportunities to help achieve this goal. 
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Position Statement: Health Professionals and Environmental Health Education
With the widespread presence of environmental health hazards in ourcommunities and in ourworld, health professionals must be prepared to diagnose, treat and prevent health conditions related to environmental exposures in theirpatients and communities. The public expects their health care providers to be prepared to deal with health problems related to environmental health hazards, butalltoooften providers are not equipped to respond effectively.
Environmental health is defined as"freedom from illness or injury related to exposure to toxic agents and other environmental conditions that are potentially detrimental to human health." Poor environmental quality is estimated to be directly responsible for approximately 25% of all preventable ill health in the world. In 1998 and 1999, 80% of crop farms and 74% of households used pesticides. In 2001 nearly 40% of American children lived in counties that exceeded the eight-hour ozone standard at least one day. In the U.S., the rates of asthma increased 73.9% during 1980-1996. The total annual costs of environmentally attributable diseases in American children are estimated at $54.9 billion annually. To address the broad range of environmental health issues, such as outdoor and indoor air quality, water quality, hazardous waste and toxics, Healthy People 2010 includes several environmental health objectives and highlights the critical role of health care providers in health education and health promotion. Health professionals and other stakeholders participating in the National Forum for the National Strategies for Health Care Providers: Pesticides Initiative, organized byThe National Environmental Education & Training Foundation, agreed thataddressing environmental health conditions should be part of routine primary care and recommended the creation of a position statement onthe need for environmental education for health care providers, especially for physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, nurses, nurse midwives, and community health workers, who work atthefrontline of the health care system. Therefore, The National Environmental Education &Training Foundation recommends that professional associations, decision-making bodies, academic institutions, and practice settings of health care providers endorse the need to address health conditions associated with environmental exposures, and:
• Adopt environmental health education and practice skills standards sothat health care providers learn and integrate informatiort about environmental exposures in clinical, educational, and preventive health care activities.
• Incorporate clearly defined environmental exposure educational competencies and practice skills, including the ability to elicit an environmental exposure history, intohealth care provider education and practice.
• Use validated tools and resources available through anarray of mechanisms, such asprofessional journals, newsletters, central internet sites, and professional meetings to recognize, manage, and prevent health effects from environmental exposures.
• Appoint an environmental health "faculty champion" at each medical and nursing school to ensure long-term integration of environmental health content intomedical and nursing school curricula.
• Update requirements to include the recognition, management, and prevention of health effects related to environmental exposures in medical, nursing, and other health care provider education.
• Promote incentives for faculty to teach core competencies, including financial incentives in the form of grants, faculty development, curriculum development, and research; instructional teaching and training aids; expert consultants; clinical access; release time for faculty development; curricula development; and establishing appropriate clinical sites and teaching venues.
• Facilitate access to environmental health continuing education programs.
For fulltext see The National Environmental Education & Training Foundation (2004) .
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